

CPCC Harper Welding Merit Badge Day
Saturday, March 15, 2014, 8:00 am to 1:00 pm

Registration:  Parents or adult Scout leaders can register Scouts for this course by sending an email to Scouter and Welding Instructor John McPherson at jpmcpherson@gmail.com with Scout’s name, troop number, Scoutmaster’s name, and parent phone number(s).  There is no charge to register or to participate in this course.

Welding Merit Badge is the only Merit Badge offered on this day at this program.  Although CPCC Harper has a large welding shop, class size is limited to 40 Scouts because of space and resources to provide a program of high quality and safety to every Scout.  Because of safety concerns, Welding Merit Badge is only open to Scouts 13 years old or older.  

The course will be held at the CPCC Harper Campus at 315 W Hebron Street, Charlotte, NC 28273.  For directions and map, see http://www.cpcc.edu/campuses/harper/directions-map
For campus map, see http://www.cpcc.edu/campuses/harper/11095_Harper_07172013.pdf
Please park in lots 3 or 4 near the courtyard on the upper level.  Scouts and parents should follow the signs and check in for your clothing inspection (see below) and for your document review (see below).  You will be directed to the Welding Merit Badge instruction area.

CPCC Harper is recognized for its programs in Advertising & Graphic Design, Graphic Arts (including Flexography), Air Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration, Electrical/Electronics Technology, Welding Technology, Non Destructive Examination, Construction Management and Construction Technologies.  See http://www.cpcc.edu/campuses/harper

Faculty from CPCC Harper including Scouter John McPherson will teach the Welding Merit Badge course.  He will be assisted by Venture Advisor Paul Summers, an engineer and AWS Certified Welding Inspector.  Both instructors are registered BSA volunteers.  BSA Youth Protection guidelines will be followed.

Scouts will be able to complete this badge during this course, if they complete the required homework before the day of the course and present that homework to their counselor.

It is the responsibility of each Scout to present the Merit Badge Counselor a blue card at the end of the course to get signed off for full or partial completion of requirements.
Welding Merit Badge pre-course homework:
1.  Write out answers in your workbook or on plain paper the answers for requirements 1a, 1b, 2b, 3, and 4.  Do the best that you can.  Cut and paste from Internet sources will work.
2.  Visit the American Welding Society web page at
http://www.aws.org/w/a/
and check out the careers link for requirement 7b.

Welding sparks will burn and melt through synthetic sport shoes and synthetic textile pants and jackets.  Scouts participating in Welding MB MUST wear closed toe leather shoes or boots, cotton tee shirts or cotton long sleeve shirts, and blue jeans or other heavy-weight cotton long pants.  NO synthetic Scout uniform or other synthetic pants, or UnderArmour type shirts will be allowed!!!  IF a Scout shows up for Welding MB wearing short pants, synthetic athletic shoes, or synthetic fiber long pants or shirts, that Scout will not be allowed to participate in welding exercises.  Be Prepared to get dirty.  CPCC will provide safety goggles, gloves, and welding jackets while in the welding and cutting areas.

Neither CPCC nor BSA will provide food, drinks, pens, paper, on-site photocopying, or patches for this program.  Scouts are expected to bring their own food and drinks, pen and paper, merit badge book, workbook with printout of merit badge requirements, and blue card signed by Scoutmaster.  

Scouts who register for the program and then are not able to attend should contact John McPherson at jpmcpherson@gmail.com to withdraw their names so that Scouts on the waiting list may move up into the class roster.

Registration for merit badge courses will close on Friday, March 7, 2014.  In the event that class registrations are so low in number that it would be impractical to teach this merit badge course, Mr. McPherson will notify Scouts registered for the course by email.

One source for merit badge requirements is BSA’s website
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/boyscouts/advancementandawards/meritbadges.aspx

Welding Merit Badge requirements are located at http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/boyscouts/advancementandawards/meritbadges/welding.aspx

Another source for merit badge requirements in workbook format is
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Merit_Badge_Worksheets
Workbooks printed from this site are strongly recommended.  
A Welding Merit Badge workbook is located at http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Welding

Safety plan:  Scouts must bring with them BSA Health and Medical Record form parts A and B available from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/parts_ab.pdf
Please complete and sign parts A and B, including the Media Release section of Part B, which will allow photos and audio and video recording for local news and/or public relations purposes by CPCC and BSA.  In the event of illness or injury, the emergency will be assessed by supervising adults on site and 911 services activated if warranted.

Parents are welcome to attend sessions.  Parents can serve as two-deep leaders if they are registered with BSA and have completed BSA Youth Protection, available online at www.myscouting.org.

Schedule:
8:00 am  drop-off and check-in at CPCC Harper Campus Third Floor entrance. 
Opening Ceremony
8:15 am  Merit Badge classes begin
10:15 am  Snack and/or lunch breaks will occur at the discretion of the individual classes.
1:00 pm  Merit Badge classes end.  
   Scouts may be picked in front of the CPCC Harper Third Floor entrance.

Preparing for CPCC Harper Welding Merit Badge course:
1.  Scouts are expected to obtain the BSA Welding Merit Badge book from the Council Scout Shop or borrow it from their home troop library and read it completely before the day of the course.  
2.  Each Scout should review the merit badge requirements BEFORE the class on March 15.
3.  Each Scout must bring workbook or notebook with pre-course homework completed.
4.  Each Scout must bring his own food and water in a day pack.  In the event that a Scout might have an unrecognized peanut allergy, all Scouts are asked not to bring nuts or peanut butter snacks or peanut butter sandwiches.
5.  Each Scout must bring his own blue card already signed by his Scoutmaster to indicate permission to participate in the course.
6.  Each Scout must bring 
a positive attitude,
food and water, 
pen and paper, 
blue card signed by Scoutmaster,
completed health form Parts A and B with parent signature,
Welding Merit Badge pre-course homework.
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